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| Services & Teſtimonies. 
ne to the Scriptures of Truth, | 


, ſomething « concerning Womens 
Prophecying and Teaching, &c. 


ith ſome other obſervable things; 

diſtinguiſhing the Holy from the Unholy) 
n the Scriptures tld, And an Obje- 
tion anſwer*d; which is commonly rais? 


rom Paul's words, 1 Cor. 14+ 345 Vc. 


ind I Tim. <- th &c. 


beren for the Satisf ation if all that defoern yets 
e informed, by one, who by the free Grace of 
Bod + is. become 4 Searcher of the Scriptures, 


{ a lever of Truth in the inward parts, 


both i in the Male and Female, and is made 

lat in his day that God i pouring out 

of his Spirit both upon Sons and Daughters, 
Servants and Hand-masds, according to hss 
FP omiſe, Joel 2.28. As 2. I7, IS. 


P tinted and Sold wy Andrew Sowle, 169% 
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of, prov'd out of the ScriptayerofF 


who not ; with other obſervable things, 


« they fall in from the 'Scriptures. 


Þ cited. « 


L & 4 andElzabeth did meet in the 
| Yy Name of the Lord, in the houſe 
| b. of Zacharias, as you may read, 
ate 1.39. And you may ſee what a bleſſed 
eeting it- was, Elizabeth was filled 
th the koly Ghoſt, and did propheſie 
$d 4ary did magnifie. the Name of the 

lord, and her Spirit rejoyced in God her 
Four, and Aid 1Ke\ 10 
Ph of them had the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
nich is the Spirit of Propheſic, (Rev. 19. 
.) Here was the bleſſed Order, To may 
$*propheſic one by one, that all may learn, and 


lbe comforted, (1 Cor. 14.31.) This was 


be Order of Chrift*s Church, who walkeet 


Fdlived in the comely Order, the Spirit - 


f Truth dwelling and living in their 


— 
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Trath ; and alſo ſomething concerning 
Womens Prophecying and [peaking in 
the Church, and who gry: aud . 


likewiſe propheſie; ſo* 
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hearts, who led and guided them, andif** 
and brought them into this Order of theft 
Goſpel : But when Antichriſt came tobuſt*! 
ſetupin mans heart, be led them from thi? 
Order, and preacht againſt this Order, an? 
forbad this Order, and perſecuted, and 
doth perſecute them who are found in thi? 
Order, calling Chriſt's comely Order Dif: ra 
order. In Chriſt*s blefſed Order Women} 4 
met together as well as Men, and preacheJ® 
end prayed together, and propheſied one Her 
by one as well as Men. Wer 
In this Meeting there is ng' mention ie | 
made that there was any man at it ; and ye@t- 
| you may ſee they werefilled with the holyj** 
Ghoſt, and did propheſie and ſpeak bleſſedJ® ? 
words one £0 another, as you may read a”: 
large in that firſt Chapter of Zuke. Andq? 
though Zacharias was a Prieſt, and righy” 
teous before God, walking in all the Comy 
mandments and Ordinances of the Lord 
* blameleſs, , yet we do not read that he re” 
proved them, nor that he forbad them. Buy ** 
the Dragon and his Servants are wratly **: 
with-the Woman, the true Church, and ©* 
makes war with them which keep theComg '* 
mandments of God, and have the teſtimony v* 
. of Jeſus Chriſt, (Rev. 12.17.) And thy 
teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt is the Spirit of © 
Propheſie, as before is ſaid, which the Lorty * 


[5] 

d hath promiſed ” pour forth uþÞon 
rbters as well as Sens, upon Hand-maids. 
neil as well as Men- ſervants ( Foel 2.28. 
Ws 2. 17, 18.) But the ſeed of the Wo- 
an" Chriſt Jeſus, will bruiſe the ſerpent's 
oeÞ2d, and is a bringing his ſons and dangh- 
thi s, ſervants and hand- tnaidens into the 
Jic rder of his own Goſpel again ; Where swe 
nerfln three are gathered together in my Name, 
hed here am 1 (faid Chriſt ) in the midlff'of hem. 
Ficre was but two (that we read of) atthis 
Fhlecting, Maryand Elizabeth, and"we ſee 
Jie was in them it is he i in them that 
reacheth and propheſieth, it is he in them 
ly [ jat ſpeaks, or elſe the Serpent ſpeaks ; but 

Ii was Chriſt Jeſus that ſpake in thoſe holy 
Ayomen, for they were filled with his holy 
) Þirit of Fruth, and prophelicd ſweetly in 
hi his Name. * 

4 lt was the ſerpent that inſtrudted Eve 

when ſhe taught her hisband, Adam, to 

Þ# break-God's command, and to eat of the 
1} frvit of the forbidden Tree ; and you may 
j# ſee what was the end of ſuch eating; « 
# curſed Doctrine ! for they were both ry 
F ven out of 'the Garden of God, to 'the 
"I ground that brought for thorns & thiſtles 3 
4 itis to be lamented that we have too many 

teachers, ſuch as Eve was, in this our Age» 
| way aud Generation, both of men and wo- 


| (.6] BETE - 
men,ui clearly appeareth by tle fruits their 
inward ground bringeth forth, to wit#v» 
Bryars, Thorns and Thiſtles ; but” ſuchſjokt 
Earth (ſaid Paul, Heb. 6.8.) is rejected ſp t 
and is nigh unto curſing; whoſe end is to befſkO. 
burned. -Suck Teaching as this, ſuch Do-Jave 
&rine as this is forbidden both by Law and Wei 
1Goſpel, whether 1t proceed from men or jc" 
women. 'The Women who live inPride Jt0t 
and in the Vanities of their Minds, cannot Ybr- 
be teachers of good things: But Women F) 
who are turned to Chrift Jeſus, and by him F! 
wedeem'd out of the vanities of this preſent 
evil World, out of the Luſts'of the Fleſh; $\ 
out of the Luſts of the Eyes; and out of the 
Pride of Life, being filPd with the ſpirit of 
; Truth; ſuch womens teaching; ſuch womens 
praying and prophecying in the Church is' 
not forbidden neither by Law nor Gofpel; | 
they being firſt taught themſelves by'the e- | 
ternal & free ſpirit of Goa, which is poured || 
Forth npon daughters as:well as ſons, upon } 
mand-maids as well as upon men-ſervants, | | 
apon the female as well as upon the male; | 
#or the man and the woman is all one inthe |} 
Lord, it was the ſerpent that at firſt made | 
zhe difference, and it is the ſerpent and his |} 
Jnſtructed that keep up the difference. Þþ 
_ | Andyou who areagainſt Womens ſpeak- }| 
18g In the Church, what do you _ of | 
IN ; a EN Anlay | 
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#4, the Propieteſs, that good old Wid- 
withy, who ſpak2 of Chriſt toaltthem that 
luchoked for Redemption in Feruſalem : Do: 
ted;hu think this good old Woman did right: 
obefhſo doing ? This Woman knew him,and 
Do:five thanks to. the Lord, cven in the: 
and Flemple, and ſpoke in the Temple of him) 
n or ren publickly to them all, and yet we Qo 
ide hot read that ſhe was judged, and rebuked' 
br ſo doing, neither was ſhe hurtied-:and: 
en Jjut out of Doors, nor put in Priſon, - Ber: 
im Fhaniſhed ont of the Towng | good old $5> 
ot F neo, who was inſpired with the Splrit-of 
ſh; 1 6dd, reproved her not, neither did-he 
he F forbid her 3 but they joyned in their Teſti- 
of J mony, being filled by the ſame Spirit, and 
77 | gave thanks to the Lord together,and ſpake 
s' { of Chrift one by one, _both being in the 
; | Temple together, the one ſpake after the 
- | other, as they were moved bythe ſame 
| | Spirit of God, and as the holy Ghoſt re- 

vealed unto them, ſothey bronght it forth, 

| they neither added nor diminiſhed : And 
{ here was the good Order, the comely-and 

| lively Order, the Man and the Woman-1n 
f the Reſtoration by Chriſt Jeſus, made 
| Meet-helps one to another in the work of 
! the Goſpel, joyning their Teſtimony to- 
gcther, ſpeaking and prophecying 'of 
Sbrift in the Temple to all them who. 


© af 
Ierr 


looked for Redemption in Ferxſalemi; they $:'Su 
are both. recorded in holy Scripture, and Wide 
their Teſtimony ſet down, as. yon may 


rad, Luk. 2. from-ver. 25. to 39. the itei 
Spirit of God ſeeing It meet {0 to do, that Nielle: 
the Mouths of Gain-ſayers may be ſtopt. - Yiim: 
* But. fuch- teaching as Poriphars Wife Yyave 


tavght Foſepb (Ger. 39. 12.) is to be re- laty 
ſites; and denyed,. for ſhe. inticed and Fiyed 

Fr him to commit Adultery, and foto Jreſif 
_ defile the Temple of God; read a Cor:3. flinir 
16,7, and chap. 6. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Foc 
- But ſuch teaching as King LemuelsMo- | Wit 
ther taught him, 1s to be obeyed. for ſhe Ffil tl 
taught him, not to give his ſtrength unto | Kin 
,Women, 'nor his wayes to that which de- | tak 
ſtroyeth Kings - Jt #. not fer. Kings, O Le- | ſhe 
mel / 'it i not. for Kings ro drink Wine, nor || Fez 
far Princes ſtrong Drink, leſt they drink and |} ma 
forget the Law,; and pervert the F palemen of |} phe 
ory of the Afﬀitted, &c. Such Doctrine as |} Tz 
l this, ſuch "Teaching, as this, ſuch a Pro- | the 
l pheſic 2s this 1s to. be believed, ard obey- Þ| th 
| ed,-and not lighted. nor quenched ; ſuch Þ ef 
a''Woman. as this might be permitted. to Þ by 
fpeak and propheſic inthe Church, though | « 
even: befere Kings and Princes. And O F th 
that our King and:Rulers would follow her | ft 
Advice, it would be better with them then Þ| a 
Itis } read Prov, 31. from ver. 1. to - k "i 
WC EE. a 
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$uch teaching as k 2, taus ghtthe Vis 
fers and Nobles (ſo called) bee they 

fd ignoble in their provendingys Taths 
feceiving the Teſtimony 'of falſe Wit- 
jelſes againſt Naboth, * and in murdering 
tim: 1 ſay, the counſel” and - advice 
rave theſe Elders and Nobles that lifed in 
wtward' Fezrel with Naboth, is to be de- 
tryed and reſiſted, and will be denyed arid 
reſiſted by all them who live and- dwell 
in inward” Fezreel (to wit, 'in the' Seed of 
(God) for ſhe” taught then! to ſet upfalſe 
{ Witneſſes, and to murder Neboth, toftil- 
| fl the the covetous deſire of her. Husband, 
{ King Abab; And alſo ſhe taught Abab'to 


| fake poſſeſſion of Nabeth*s Vineyard, when 1 


| fie had cauſed him to be murdered. 
{ 7ezebel flew the Prophets of the Lord,” 


maintained maiyy falſe Prophets, 'the 'Pro+. 
| phets of Baal,and of the Groves,at her own - 


| Table, they fed upoii the fateſt of things at 


| the Queen's Table, while the Prophets of 


| the Lord, eyen thoſe of them that, had 
eſcaped her murdering Arm, had nothing 
but Bread and Water, fed by Obadiah 
cretly in Caves. Such teaching as this, 
that teaches People. to ſlay and murder,afid 
| ſhed Blood for covetons ends and praftices, 
| and to maintain their Pride and'Galantry, 
or 


j nA ; T x7 
or for any other Selfiſh-ends, is to be de. Þ V! 
nyed aud teſtified againſt. " | 


_ It 1s to be lamented, that ws have too i 


many Fezebelians in this our Age, who | 

teach People to flay and murder, and ſhed 
Blood,maintaining herProphets with large 
allewances at her 1 able, while.the Media- | 


tar of the New: Teſtament, Chriſt Jeſus, || ' 
the heavenly Prophet, hath nothing a- I > 
mongſt them, but the fruitleſs Fig-tree, JI *: 


and hath not whereon to lay his Head in 
all the Earth.of their Hearts : And his Ser- 
rants, both Men and Women, who follow 


him the heavenly Light, are accounted by ? 
thoſe Fezebeliars, not worthy to live in | 


the Earth, Byt Fezebe/'s day 1s near an | ? 
end, and her Night is faſt approaching, Þ * 
wherein ſhe will be caſt into a Bed, and |} { 
them that commit Adultry with her, into 
great Tribulation, except they Repeat of 
their Deeds, the Sword is drawn againit 


her Children, and hath drunk ſome of | © 


| their Blood already * O, that they may } 
repent, and prevent a further and heavier | 
troke. 


_ But ſuch teaching, 'and ſuch an adviceas. f 
Abigail gave to David, is to be received F * 


and obeyed ; for ſhe counſelled him not to, 
ſhed Blood, neither to avenge himſelf | 


with f * 


ſ C1] 
- # yith his. own Hand. And David when he 


' 7 ime to the coolneſs of his mind, knew 


that ſhe was ſent of God, and faid: to 4b;- 
' Þ& zail, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſragl,which 
' Þf ſent thee thus dgy to meet me, And blefſed be 
thy] Advice; and bleſſed be thaw which baſt 


kept me this day from commy fo ſhed "Blood, 


and from avenging my ſelf with my own Hand. 
- F'O that all men and women would take no- 

J tice of this blefſed Advice and Counſe], 
given by a Woman ! Here'the Lord ſent 
the Woman to adviſe and connſel the Man; 
and David hearkened to her Vaice, and 
! obeyed ker Counſel, and took her Advice, 
7 andhe never had reaſon to repent it; the 
? Sced of the Woman at this time trod npon 
| the Head of the murdering Serpent. O 
| that our Nation were filled with many ſych 
Women like Abigail, to give good conn- 
ſel unto Men, and that our men would rg- 
ceive their counſel, and not avenge them- 
| felves with their own Hand," bat Teave all 
{ Vengeance to him with whom it1s to take 
Vengeance on his Adyerſaries, and Re- 
compence the wrong done unto his Ser- 
vants. And you may ſee how quickly the 
Lord pleaded David's Cauſe and his Re. 
' proach with churliſh Nabal. 
| * But ſuch teaching as Job's Wife taught 
| him, and ſuch an advice as ſhe gave him, 

© Tos __ : io 


7 89 | 
ts to be reſiſted and denyed, as righteous 
Fob did, for ſhe taught and adviſed him to 
curſe God and dye ; But Fob told her, that 
ſhe ſpoke like one of the fooliſh Women; 


Should we, ſaid he, receive good at the 


Hands of G od, and not receive evil alſo ? 


And Solomon when he was old, his Wives | 


rnd away his Heart from the Lord, to 
ollow. after. the Abominations of the Na- 
tions, . ſo; that his. Heart was not perfet 
with the Lord : Such Womens teachings, 
{nares and inticements are to be denyed 
and refifted. - 

And alſo ſach teacking and inſtrution 


as Herodias, Philip's Wife, gave unto her. 


, dancing Daughter, is not of God, the Ser- 
pent is Head in ſuch, the bloody Dragon. 
rules in ſuch; read Matth. 14. And fuch 
are to be teſtified againſt, for it is the Ser- 

ent's Voice, . the Antichriſtian Voice that 


ounds through ſuch, and not the Voice of - 


Chrift. _ 

Abraham was commanded of God to 
hearken unto the Voice of Sarav, and caſt 
out the Bond-women Hagar , with her 
mocking Son Iſhmael; and although the 
thing was very grievous In his fight, yet 
he. reſiſted not, but obeyed the Voice of 


his Wife : Here was no Uſurpation (as 


13 vainly ſuppoſed) the thing was Fg be- 
ore 


« 
5 wu > » 
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| . E233; is 
| fore the Lord ; Sarah was tobe hearkned 


unto in this thing, the Bond-woman was 
not to rule in the hoyſe with her,ſhe was the 
Free Woman, neither was her Son Iſhmael 
the mocker, to be Heir with the Child of 
Promiſe, 1ſaac the righteous Seed : And 


{ yet Sarah was in ſubjeftion to her own 
1 Husband, and called him, Lord; and fois 
_ every Woman that is truly leavened. with 


the Spirit of God. And Chriſt is greater 


than Abraham, who is the Head and Hus- 
band of all the Daughters of Zio; and 
. theſe Women who have Chriſt to their 


heavenly Husband and Head, they will 


- never be found out of their Duty and law- 


ful Subjection to their natural Husbands, 
if they have any. And 1t is only thoſe 
Womeh (be they outwardly joyned to a 
Husband, or free) who are marryed to 


' - Chriſt, and he Lord in them, and Head 


in them, that are permitted and allowed 
to ſpeak in the Church, and by him they 
are ſtrengthened and aſliſted to be teachers 
of good things. The King's Daughter is 
all glorious within, and it is from this 
Glory within, Chrift Jeſus in them, that 
they do propheſie and ſpeak in the Church, 
or elſe their DoArine 1s not received, but 
rejeaed by the Children of Light, be they 


Male or Female, The Lord hatli given a 


good 


[14] : 
good meaſareof diſcerning to many i in chi 
day, and hath opened that Ear in many; 
that can try and taſte Words, as the Mouth 
doth Meat, and know from what Fountain 
every Word cometh. 

Such teaching as the Woman of Smaria 


taught the Men of Samarta, Fohn 4. 29, | 


is not to be ſlighted and neglected, ſhe 
ſaid unto them, .C ome, ſee, a man that told 
me all things that ever I did, u not this the 
Chriſt? And many of the Samaritans of the 


City believed on him for the ſaying of the 
Womanz and came unto Chriſt, and were 


confirmed in their Faith : Here was ai 
efteftual Preacher, and here was an open 
hearted People z ſhe was made Inſtrumen- 
tal tothem, in that ſhe prevailed with the 
People; and they were a noble minded 
People, becauſe they received her Teſti- 


mony, and came unto Chriſt, and ſo was ' 


confirmed in the truth of her Teſtimony. 
O! how may the Profeſſors of this Age be 
aſhamed and confounded in themſelves 
when they read this; the Samaritans be- 
lieved, but they will not believe. The 
Loxd hath ſent out his Servants and faith- 
ful Meſſengers, both Male and Female, to 
Invite you all to come unto Chriſt, and to 
turnunto Chrift*s Light in And our 
Teſtimony i Is, and hath been all along 


Lace 


: 


Iince God raiſedus up E be a People, that 


| this is he, and not another, that tells us all 


things Fhatſcever we have done : It is he, 


and not another, that ſearches the Heart of 


every man and woman, and tryeth their 
Reigns, and fheweth unto them their 
Thoughts ; but oh, alas! who among 


you believes our Report? or whoamong 


you believes the Teſtimony of the holy 
Scriptures, concerning this firſt and -only 
Principle of the DoCtrine of Chriſt Jeſus ? 
ſee Fer. 17. 10. ſee alſo Pſal. 7.9. and. 
1 Chron. 28.9. and Rev. 2. 23. and Amos 
4:13. See and read theſe Scriptures; for 
if you will not believe ſes and the Pro- 
phets, neither will you believe though one 
were raiſed from the Dead and ſent to 
you : And my Teſtimony is one and the 


| fame with the holy men of God, That he 
' that formeth the Mountains aud createth the 


Wind, and declareth unto Man what is his 


Thought, and maketh the — darkneſs, 


and treadeth upon the high places of the Earth, 


 . the Lord, the God of Hoſts is his Name. And 


Paul, the faithfyl Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſaith, 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examin your ſelves wht- 
ther you be inthe Faith, prove your own ſelves; 
know ye not your own ſelves fon 'that Feſim 
Chriſt #s in you,except ye be Reprobates. Oh? 
who among you recelves this, that 

| Chriſt 


Chriſt -Jeſus the LE of God is in you? Þ 
'Have you yet turned your Minds; with IÞ*! 
'your whiole Aﬀetions and Deſirgs to him | 
-In you? You ſay you believe the Scrip.. 
'Tures, and that Pay! was a true and faith. 
ful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; if you do, 
-than take his Counſel, and obey the Scrip- 
fares, and turn to him in you, and you will 
Kind that a day in his Courts; is better 
than a thouſand eliewhere. O turn' you, 
turn you, ſpecdily and in haſte to Chriſt 

Jeſus, the true Light in you; which ſearch- 

eth your Hearts and tries your Reins; 1 

. ay, turn- while your Day laſteth, and 

while the precious Light isin you, & while , 

bis Spirit ſtriveth with you, leſt his Spirit 

ceaſe ſtriving with you any inore, and 

. your Day pals over, and the Door be ſhut, 

. and you without, left in a Nightof utter 

. Darkneſs : O dreadful Darkneſs !. &c: 

' But now to our purpoſe in hand, __ 

_ Exod. 15. 20. And Miriam the Prophe- 
teſs, the Siſter 'of Aaron, took a Timbrel 
'3n her Hand, and all the Women went out 

after her with Timbrels and with Dances, © 

_ [and Miriamanſwered them, Sing ye tothe. 

Lord, for he bath triumphed glorunſly, the "| 
' Horſe and his Rider hath' be thrown mathe }. 
Sea. Here were Woinen affembled to }- 
'Praiſe the Lord, in the day when God de- 
|livered his People out of 'e/Zgypr ; _ 
HYCr get 


' .® 


* 


| [17] 8 
tere was Songs of Deliverance ſung unto 
he Lord by holy Women, in the day when _ 
God had thrown the Horſe and his Rider 
into the Sea. Here was Women met, and 
tere was Wonen Prophetefles, a part 
fom the Men, and yet we read not that 
Moſes reproved them, nor that Aaron re- 
ill Fproved them. | | 

; And now in this Day, wherein God is 
1 J6clivering his ſpiritual reel out of Egype, 
+ fltrom under the Bondage of ſpiritual Pha- 
- Fra, and bringing them through the Red 
[ BS, and by his mighty Power and out- 
| 


ſtretched Arm caſting the Horſe and his 

. FRider, to wit, the Beaſt and the Whore, 
 Finto the bottom of the Sea. I ſay, in this 
day, our Women in their .travel being 
made Witneſſes of the Work of God, and 

of the wonderful Deliverances wrought by 

his outſtretched Arm of Power, cannot 
but meet together, and praiſe God toge- 

| ther without outward Symbals, and fpeak 

| often one to another, and ſtir up one ano- 

| ther in the Grace of God that brings their 
Salvation, and bath called them, and 

F brought them out of Darknels, to be par- 
{takers with his Saints in Light. And they 
8: who are againſt them in this Praftice of 
Meeting together, and of prophecying 
one by one when met together,. and Pray- 

| B . 48g 
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ipg and Praiſing together ; I ſay, they whd | 
-are againſt them in ilis holy and comel 


Order, are not of AMdoſcs's Spirit, nor 0 
Aaron's Spirit, but in a contrary Spirit 


Numb. 11. 29. Would God that all the | 


Lords People were Prophets, and that the 


Lord would put his Spirit apon them Ard the} ©! 
Lords People are Women as well 2s Men 
Daughters as well as Sons, Hand-maidensfl 


as well as Men-Servants, as before is ſaid. 


Zach. 12.12. And the Lond ſhall mus. 


every Family apart ; the F amily of the Houſe 
of David apart, and their Wives apart ; the 


Family of the Houſe of Nathan apart, and} 
their Wives apart; the Family of the Houſe | 
of Levi apart, and their Wives apart ; the | 
Family of Shimel apart, and their Wives | 
apart , All the Familzes that remam, [Mark | 
that remain] every Family apart, and their | 


W ves apart . 


_ ' Here the Prophet of the Lord Zachariah 


tells us, that there ſhall be Men and Wo-} 


mens Meetings, both apart the one from | 


6 


the other. 


_ -Obje&t. But ſome may ſay, This 55 inthe | | 


Aayes of Mourning, &C. 


Anſw.Yea, it is In the Jay of Mourning ; bi 
for the day of Mourning” goeth before the | 
day of Joy and Rejoycing : Bleſſed ar 


they (ſaid Chriſt, Marth.5.4.) that ys 


F 19] | 
10 for they ſhall be Comfaned. And the reas 
ſon of their Mourning is given 1a the oth 
Verſe of Zach. 12. They ſhall look nmyon ms 
whom they have Pierced, and they ſhall Mourn 
for him, &c. And ſo you may ſee that the 
4.4. gathering is to him, whom they have 
Pierced. [And it they were to Mourn a- 
-»@ part, then who ſhall hinder their Rejoy- 
4, | cing and Pralling Go1 apart, when the 
. time Is come? ] Rev. 1.7. Hchold, he 
cometh with Clouds, (mark) wnd every Eye 
lf ſpall fee him, and they alſo which pierced 
nah him; and all Xindreds of the Earth ſhall 
| Watl becauſe of him ; even ſo, Amen. Aud 
| the gathering is, and muſt be to him 
{ wham they have pierced, when the Lord 
x, 4 opens the Eyes both of the Male and Fe- 
'S male, to ſechim whom they have pierced - 
| they ſhall mourn for him, as one mournethy 
,4 forhis only Son, and ſhall be in bitterneſs 
. | forhim, asone thatis in bitterneſs for his 
1 firſt-born. Theythat ſow in Tears ſhall reap 
| S#nFoy (Pſal. 126. 5.) Thoſe Women wha 
, | were gathered together, to mourn for him 
' who was crucified and pierced, it was nef 
| long that they had waited at the Sepulchre 
, | Mourning, till they were made Witnelles 
| ofhis ReſarreCion, and then joy and glad-! 
neſs filled their Hearts; yea, theſe holy 
| - Women were made Witneſles before tho 
_- Rs Men, 


=_ 7 
Men, the Lord ſeeing it meet in his WiC. 
dom to reveal himſelf to, and in the weak- 
er Veſlels, that he may ſtain the Pride of 
all Fleſh, and bring into contempt all the 
hononrable of the Earth. 

Matth. 27. 55, 56. And many Women 
were there (beholding afar off ) which follow- 
ed Feſms from Galilee, miniftring unts him. 
_ Here was Women Miniſters, miniſtring 
unto Chriſt, among which was Mary Mag- 
dalen, and Mary the Mether of James and 
Foſes, and the Mother of Zebedee*s Chil- 
dren. Here was a Meeting of Women 
following Jeſus from Galilee, And who 
- can forbid a gathering of Women, follow- 
ing the Light of Chriſt, out of the World, 
from all its Aﬀe&tions and Luſts, even 
through the Croſs to the Death, that they 
may witneſs through him the Reſurre&ion 
unto Life eternal, and ſo rejoyce and 
praiſe him together ? .Þ 

Hark 16.9. Now when Jeſus wat riſen 
early, the firſt day of the Week,, he appeared 
firſt ro Mary Magdalen, cuz of whom he had 
caſt ſeven Devils, and ſhe went and told them 


that had been with him, as they mourned and 


wept. Here was Mourners and Weepers 
in the men's Meeting, as well as among 
the Women. | 

And whe can forbid the Women to 
: come 


- 
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(21 ] 
come to the Men, and declare it to the 
men, when they are made Witueſles of 
$ the Reſvrreftion of the Life of Jeſus Chriſt- 
in their own Hearts, as Mary Magdalen 
q did to the Apoſtles. 
, FF... Ats 16. 13. 4ndon the Sabbath we went 
1 out of the City by a River-ſide, where Prayer 
q was wont to be made, and we ſate down, and 
T ſpake unto the Women which reſorted thither. 
j Here was a Womans meeting by a River- 
ide: And here Paul and thoſe that were 
withhim, came and fate down with them, 
/ and Paul ſpake to them, and the Lord 
| opened Lyaia's Heart. So as men feel 2 
; freedom from the Lord, and a true deſire 
» raiſedupin them, they may go to the wo- 
mens meetings, and viſit the womens mee- 
tings, and fit down with them, and wait 
upon the Lord tegether, and Pray and 
Prophecy together, and Praiſe the Lord 
together. | 
Deborah was a Propheteſs, and judged 
Iſrael, and was a Mother in Jſrael;. and 
what a Prophecy ſhe propheſied in the 
Name of the Lord, . and what gracious 
Werds proceeded. from the Spirit of God 
' throvghher, you may read at large in the 
fourth and fifth Chapter of 7«ages. 
Hannah was a good Woman, and ſhe 
prayed in her Heart, and ſpoke in her 
 B3 Heart 


; 
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Heart unto the Lord, and the Lord heard 
her, and gave her her Requeſt; he gaye 
her Samuel, and Samucl was one of the 
Lords Prophets; and afcer the had broughy 
forth her firſt-born, ſhe rendred Thanks 
unto the Lord : and what gracious Words 
came irom Gods own Spirit in this Wo- 
m3n, you may read, 1 54m. 2. | 


And there was a wiſe Woman in Abel of. 


Beth- maacal, who gave _=_ Counſel unto 
Foab, and to the men of the City, and de- 
livered the City from DeftruQion ; ſhe 
was one that was peaccable and faithful, 
and a Mother in 1/r ael, as you may read, 


2 Sam. 20. Such women as theſe may be 
permitted to ſpeak in the Church, and 


will not be hindred nor ſtopt by the Righ- 
teous: But the covetous proud Prieſthood 
of this Generation is of another mind, 
warring againſt the appearance of God, 


both in the Male and Female, forbidding 


all either to Preach or Propheſie, except 
thofe who are approved and licenſed by 
themſelves, and has received- their Mark ; 
but their Building is ſhaken, and their 
Foundation diſcovered, and their Power 
is broken and ſcattered, and the Conſamp- 


tion determined, 13 come and coming 


upon them ; read Zach. 14. 12, 13. 
And you may read 2 King. 22. How 
On Hilkiab 
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# Hilk:ah the Prieſt Found the Book of the: 
Law in the Houſe of the Lord, and gave 
Jit to Shephan the Scribe, and he read it, 
J and alſo he read It to the Ring; and we 
{ ke how tender the Heart of good Fofiah 
JtheRing was, and how he rent his Clothes 
5 and humbled himſelf, and how he ſent 
1 Hilkiab the Prieſt, and others of his Coun- 
ſellors, to enquire of the Lord for hint 
and the People, and for all Fudah, con- 
cerning the words of the Book of the Law, 
that had been loſt; and was found in the 
' Houſe of God ; for the King perceived that 
' the Wrath of the Lord was great againft 
them, becauſe they and their Fathers had 
not hearkened untothe words of the Book . 
of the Law; to do accordingly to what 
there was written 3 and they went unto 
Huldah the Propheteſs, and enquired at 


her. | | | ES. 
What! was there not a Prophet in all 


Feruſalem nor in Fudea te enquire at, that 


they went to the Propheteſs ! Was rhere 
not a man that knew the Word of the 


| Lord, that they went toa Weman ? Yea, 


there was ; howbeit they went toa woman, 
and the Lard ſpake to them by a woman ; 
They read the Words in the Book, of the Law 
without them, Fer. 1.2. But this woman .. 


read in the Bogk of Life. . 
7" _ _ Coffie 


_ 
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RR  - 
: Come, hear all you who deſpiſe Womens 


Teaching and Prophecying in the Church, 


anſwer meplainly, What do you think of 
this Woman ? . If ſhe were in your dayes, 
would you not forbid her, and tell her, that 
women are not permitted to teach or pto- 


phelie, and that Paul permits not a Woman | 


to ſpeak in the Church? Oh! that the 
Lord God may open your Eyes to ſee and 


know what Women thoſe are that Paul 


{peaks of there, and then I know, that the 


beſt of yon who are againſt holy Womens | 


ſpeaking in the Church, would be quiet 
your ſelves, and forbear ſpeaking in the 
Church til! ye come to dwell in that holy 
* Spirit wherein this holy Weman #uldah 
dwelt; for here declare, thar all men, as 
well as women, that is, in their firſt fallen 
eſtate, in their firſt birth, in old Adam's 
nature, let them be never ſo glorioully.a- 
dorn'd with knowledge, learning and wiſ- 
dom, arts, parts and ſciences, 1 ſay, they 
are nothing. then but Women not per- 
mitted to ſpeak in Chriſts Church. But in 
.the new-and ſecond Birth, the man and the 
. woman 1s all one in the Lord; and the man 
and the woman that comes through the 
Croſsof Cl riſt to have the firſt man cruct- 
fied and ſlain inthem, and the ſecond birth 

brought forth in them, and they being born 


agaln | 
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© [25] 
again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of in- 


Fcorruptible, by the Word of God which 


liveth and abideth forever ; I ſay, be it 
either man or woman that comes to this 
ſtate, may preach and prophelie 1n the 
Church, and ſpeak, and pray, and praiſe 


8 God inthe Church, for it is not they that 


ſpeak, but it 1s Chriſt Jeſus that ſpeaketh 
inthem, they being nothing but the empty 
Pitcher, until the heavenly Light and Life 
appear, and Chriſt doth utter his Voice 


| through their earthly Tabernacles; for we 


preach not our ſelves, (ſaid Paul, 2 Cor. 4. 
52 6, 7-) but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and 


| our ſelves your ſervants for Jeſus fake; for 


God who commanded the Light to ſhine 
out of Darknels, hath sined in eur hearts, 
to give the Light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
(ſee allo Mat. 17.2.) But we bave this Trea- 
ſure in earthen Veſſels, that the excellency of 
the Power may be of GOD, and not of VS. 
There is a great Myſtery lieth hidden in 


| all the Scriptures of Truth, which the fir 
| man ſeeth nor, and knoweth not ; but it is 
{ opened in the Light ofthe Lord, in the glo- 
| rlous face of Jeſus Chriſt, to the truly ſin- 
| cere and ſecking Soul, who loves the Light 
| and hates Darkneſs; I ſay, in this 14 ver/. 

of the 22 chap. of 2 King. there lieth open a 


clear 


. [26] 
clear Manifeftation of the place & dwelling 
of a true Prophet or Prophete(s; the en: 9! 
lightn*d Mind doth ſee it in the openings of Þ 
the Springs of Life,in the face of 7eſus Chri 
they ſee it )whoſe face doth ſhine as the Syn F* 
1n his ftrength,and his Rayment is white as 
che Light : Othatthe vail were taken of all-Þ! 
hearts,& that the eyesof all might be open'd FE 
and anointed with Chriſt's Eye-ſalve, that 
they may ſee & believe in kim,and rurn to F® 
him who rends the vail & breaks down the-[0! 
middle wall of partition; it is the true | 
Light and Life(in man and in woman) of nd 
Chriſt Jeſus in them, that opens all the My: Þ*! 
ſteries of his Father's Kingdom. ae 
The King and his Nobles, and Hilkiah 
the Prieſt had a knowledge of God and his [**< 
Law by holy Hiſtory, and by Report and lay 
Hear-ſay, and they were zealouſly affected |" 
& real ſo far as they did know; but Huldah, |? t 
that godly Woman was come to the holy | 
Spirit of Prophefie, where ſhe knew and bun 
heard the Voice of God immediately, and | 
faw kim by the ſecing of the Eye of her | fon 
Soul, as Fob did. tf 
_ TheKing,and the Prieft,and the Scribe; j'* 
and the reſt of the King's Counſellors had 
the outward Book of the Law, which was tol 
found in the outward Temple,open'd unto | Pec 
them : But Huldgb;this godly Women and [un 
"TY _ Prophatch 


. [27] 
2 Fopheteſs of the Lord had the inward 
ok of the Law, which ſhe had found in 
Sc inward Temple, opened unto her by 
; m, who openeth the Seals in all Ages, 
en Chrift Jeſus the Lamb of God, the 
yon of the Tribe of Fadab, the Root and 
PEſpring of Davie, the bright and morn- 
4 bg Star, the Light and Life of men ; I ſay, 
had open'd the Book of Life unto Hul- 
, and dothopen it to all who believe in. 
_Td follow him, both Men and Women. 
They read in the Law and believed it, 
Ind were humbled before the Lord, and 
teir hearts were tendred, and they wept 
' Jind this was and is acceptable with God in 
tstime and place ; Oh ! that this were the 
aſe with Kings, Nobles and People this 
lay, wherein there is as great a Cloud of 
Wrath hanging over our heads, and ready 
jto be poured forth becauſe of our Tranf- 
{ireſſions, Iniquities and Rebellions, as ever 
lung over the heads of Jſracl in the days of 
old, we are guilty of the like Tranſgreſ- 
 f{fons,and may expect the ſamePuniſhments, 
if ſpeedy and unfeigned Repentance pre- 
rent it not ; and it would have been poured 
out long e*er now, but that the Lord waits 
to be gracious, and is calling and haſtening 
Pcople out of Sodom, that they be not'con- 
[ſuwed in the Flames of eternal a. 3 
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Oh! this Land is guilty, guilty, let greaÞ,0 
and ſmall, and Perſons of all ranks and , 
degrees lay it to heart. But. co return toſſy; 
our purpoſe in hand. 1 
\ The King, and the Prieſt, and the " 

Scribe, and the reſt, read and heard read, j 
the Book of the Law written by Moſes andfþz 1 
others of the Lords-Prophets, and belie-ſhq; 
ved what was written, and was humbled ay 
before the Lord, when they heard of thefſ 5 
Wrath denounced becauſe of their Iniqui-Yyg 
ties and Rebellions; and this (as I aid be-þ it 
fore) was acceptable with God in its}, 
time and place : But men and women are! nl; 
not to ſtay here, nor ſet up their ſtandardh,.: 

here, but they are to travel on, till they jj. 
come to witneſs deliverance from thejy. 
Evil, againſt which the Wrath is denoun- Fa) 
ced; and till they come to travel beyond ſy; 
the Hiſtorical knowledge and hear-ſay,h.; 
and be made partakers of the Life it ſelf, |, 
even the Life of the Son of God, mani- (fa 
feſted 18 their earthen Veſſels, and they, 
being born again, without which they can [1,, 
neither ſee, nor enter the Kingdom of Jz,q 
God, nor hear the Voice of God in his joy 
own Kingdom. Huldah was come here, gon 
and had her dwelling here, to wit, intaſp.. 
the new Birth, and here ſhe read in they, 
Book of Life, and heard the Word 6: o_ bes 
| ords| 


| [29] oy 
eard ; And the King, and the Prieft, and 
at reſt knew this, and therefore was not 
| toffified with what they could learn from 
#Letter of the Law, till they went and 
theovired at her, who knew the Word of 
*248: Lord ; and what effe& the Word of 
nay: Lord, through this good Woman, had 
le- yon good King Foſiah, and the reſt, you 
clay read, 2 King. 23. 
nel There is one thing more, which comes 
U-Sfore me, which 1 may not let paſs, and 
XMHhat is, the grievous miſtake of the Letter- 
z:rned, who profeſs themſelves to be the 
ry men; and 1 verily think, believe 
rdUhiemſelves to be the only men that are cn- 
© ned with Wiidom, and Gifts to govern 
hc People, and to teach the People the 
N-tray to the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
id þ ingdom of Heaven ſignifteth in Seripture- 
Jo flanguage, Righteouſneſs, Peace and Toy in 
LE, Bhbe holy Ghoſt ; (Rom. 14. 17, 18.) For be, 
I-Ifaith Pani) that in theſe things ſervath 
 ICbrift, 5s acceptable to God, and approved of 
NiMen. But what Righteouſneſs we have 
f kad, and how much Peace we have en- 
Sfijoyed under theſe Letter-learned men's 
"2 [gorernment and teaching, let the preſent 
0fBroils and Contentions that are found 
elemongſt their Followers and Scholars 
©|bear witgels ; You way {ee iy (his 14th 
*[ . | Yerlc 
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Oh! this Land 1s guilty, guilty, let greaf;.; 
and ſmall, and Perſons -; all —_— anc a 
degrees lay it to heart. But co return taſſ;is 
our purpoſe in hand. F 
The King, and the Prieſt, and thaſh,, 
Scribe, and the reſt, read and heard read, 
the Book of the Law written by Moſes and 1 
others of the Lords-Prophets, and belie4hg 
ved what was written, and was humbled ay 
before the Lord, when they heard of theff 7 
Wrath denounced becauſe of their Iniqui-yf, 
ties and Rebellionsz and this (as I ſaid be-ſh,, 
fore) was acceptable with God in its, 
time and place : But men and women are nl 
not to ſtay here, nor {et up their ſtandardh,.: 
here, but they are to travel on, till they; 
come to witneſs deliverance from thej. 
Evil, againſt which the Wrath is denoun- a) 
ced; and tillthey come to travel beyond ſh;; 
the Hiſtorical knowledge and hear-ſay,þ., 
and be made partakers of the Life it ſelf, ;, 
even the Life of the Son of God, mani-[(c, 
feſted 1n their earthen Veſſels, and they ft, 
being born again, without which they can [1,, 
neither ſee, nor enter the Kingdom of; 
"God, nor hear the Voice of God in his joy 
own Kingdom. Huldah was come here, go 
and had her dwelling here, to wit, intaſp.. 
the new Birth, and here ſhe read 4n they, 


Book of Life, and heard the Word of the be: 
Lord 31 


| [29] IR 
read; And the King, and the Prieft, and 
Fe reſt knew this, and therefore was not 
| toffticfied with what they could learn from 
x Letter of the Law, till they went and 
theÞcvired at her, who knew the Word of 
cad@-Lord; and what effe& the Word of 
nc: Lord, through this good Woman, had 
e- yon good King Foſiah, and the reſt, you 
led ay read, 2 King. 23. 
tlef There is one thing more, which comes 
U-Kfore me, which 1 may nor let paſs, and 
Den it is, the grievous miſtake of the Letter- 
Wh:rned, who profeſs themſelves to be rhe 
chnly men; and 1 verily think, believe 
rUhiemſelves to be the only men that are en- 
© ned with Wiidom, and Gifts to govern 
1Chtc People, and to teach the People the 
fray to the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
dh ingdom of Heaven ſignifieth in Seripture- 
Y>Ilanguage, Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in 
IE, Bebe holy Ghoſt ; (Rom. 14. 17, 18.) For he, 
I-Ifaith Pani) that in theſe things ſervath 
J IChrift, 5s acceptable to God, and approved of 
Nie. But what Righteouſneſs we have 
of kad, and how much Peace we have en- 
5 fjoyed under theſe Letter-learned men's 
” [forernment and teaching, let the preſent 
oBroils and Contentions that are found 
Clamongſt their Followers and Scholars 
©[bear witgels ; You way fee jg this 14th 
*I ; | Ygrlc 
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Verſe of 2 Xings Chap. 22. The Tranſla-8*+ 
tors of the Scriptures call it the Colledgeſjj 
where Fuldh that holy Propheteſs dwelt; . 
they (to wit, the Letter-learned men) 
imagining that none can be a Prophet butÞ, 
thoſe who have dwelt in their Colledges, J: 
and are trained up there; this Colledgef}, 
they account their ſecond part; their Eng-fq; 
liſh and Grammer Schools they account their 
firſt part. Firſt, they put their Sons to 
the Engliſh and Grammer-Schools, being 
their firſt part; and when learned there, 
then they put them to the Colledpe, which 
1s their ſceond part, and when learned hi 
there, then commonly comes forth three { ;.. 
ſorts, to wit, Lawyers, Phyſitians, and thoſe | N 
they call Divines, Miniſters, &c. But to: 
let paſs the firſt two, I intend to ſpeak 
ſomething concerning the third, fo wit, 
theſe men called Miniſters thus prepared 
in their Grammar-Schools and Colledges. 
Now being palled through theſe two parts, | e 
and learned there, and have ſerved their 
Apprenticeſhips there, and approved by | £. 
their Teachers there, and made Maſter 
Fohn aud Aaſter 7ames, &c. thers; 
(contrary to ChriſPs command, ar. 23: 
8.) then they come forth as Journey-f x 
men, and take what employment they can Þ 1/ 
have amonglt their Kindred, ,Acqualt- | 
| ancey 
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{ance and Relations, and amongſt the men 


of their own Trade; ſome of them go 


home to their Friends and Relations, and 


Ware maintained by them till they be pre-. 


fered to ſome place or other; and others 


go among the men of their own Trade, 


and Preach here and there where they are 
employed, crouching to them (as it is 
ſaid concerning thoſe, 1 Sm. 2.36.) for 
a piece of Silver and a morſel of Bread, 
ſaying, Put me (I pray thee) vnto one of 
the Prieſts Offices, that 1 may eat a piece of 
Bread, Others of them go and ſeek out 
a place where they may ſojourn, and are 
hired many of them for ſo much a Year, 
by the great Men and great Women ofthe 
Nation, to be their Chaplains; and there 
they ſtay till they be preiered to ſome Pa- 
rilh or other,where they get a larger allow- 
ance of Wages and Hire; juſt as the 


| Young Man the Levite did, (fuzdg. 17.) 


where he hired himſelf with cab for ten 
Shekels of Silver by the Year, and a ſuit 
of Apparel, and there he ſtayed till he 


| found a better place, and greater Pprefer- 


ment with the Darzites, as you may read, 
Fudp. 18, 

And ſo they having read and ſtudied 
Letter-Authors and Hiſtories, come forth 
Miniſters of the Letter and Hiſtory, not 
of the Spirit. But in this our Age theſe 

FA wg _ _ Letter- 


—_— i w 


a [3a] = 
Letter-learned A, i not the People 3: 
to know the Hiſtory of the holy Scriptures $9! 

truly as it 1s, but corrupts their Under. 
ſtandings, darkening their Minds : with 
their dark and doubtful Expoſitions and 
Meanings, deceiving the Hearts of the #": 
ſimple with their fair Wordsand eloquent 
Speeches. | 
Let none miſtake me here, for I have 
nothing of enmity or hatred in my heart a- 
Eainſt any Biſhop,Prieſt or Miniſter(fo cal- F 
led) in ail the World,but love & good will F 
to them, as they are Men, and the*Crea- F** 
tures of God; only that which I feel that Þ 
the Spirit of God in me 1s preſling after, 
is that Deceit miay be diſcovered, and 
Truth manifeſted unto all, and that all Þ** 
may coms to ſee and imbrace that Truth F 
that ſets free from Sin, Deceit and I 
Fallhood. 

And there was a littie Maid that waited 
on Naaman's Wife (as you ray read, I. 
2 King. 5.). and ihe gave good Counſel I 
unto her Miſtriſs, and wifhed that her | 
Lord were with the Prophet in Samaria, 
for he would recover him of his Leprofie. |} 
Here was good Counſel given by a little a 
. Maid; a good Advice indeed, for it had Jv" 
2 good effect, Naaman obeyed her Coun- 
ſel, and went to the man of God Eliſha, 


axd be dire&ed him what to do, and _ 
A : - 


ple 


Wl 


+ had obeyed the Prophet, he was made 
Kyitneſs of the cleanling vertue of Jor- 


res: 


er 

th 
od 
he 
net 


Y "And now in this our day, W:/dom hath 


nt forth her faithful and chaſte Am- 
aſadors, [| which the wiſe Man is. 
ot aſhamed to entitule by the Name of 

Maidens ) intreating all} and inviting 
|, and wilhing that all, both great men 
id great women, Poor and Rich would 
pme.unto the Prophet, whom God hath 


he ends of the Earth, that he might direct 
hem how to be cleanſed and waſhed from 
the Leproſie of Sin. The little Maid di- 
rected Naainan to the Prophetin Samaria - 
ind theſe in this day, whom the Lord 
knds forth (both Male and Female) direct 


to have the Leproſie of Sin done away, and 
lniquity purged out. And as the Pr 


ophet 
Jin Samaria diretted Naamar to waſh "i 
times in outward Fordar, to have his out- 
ward Leprofie waſhed away ; ſothis inward 


Prophet,Chriſt Jeſus in ts,hath directed all 
whe are truly come unto him, to walk in 


the Light, with which he hath lighted. 
| [them, till they TI his precious Blood 


re 


ppointed and ordained for Salyation ts - 


tem to the true Light in themſelyes, the 
Witneſs of God, Chriſt Jeſus in them, that- 
hemay dire& every one of them what to do. 


Z Ste 
. —- 


tocleanſc them from all Sin; and allwho : 


have obeyed him, and continued walking 


| andabiding 1n his Light, have witneſſed ' 
that Fordan in themſelves to have a pre- 


cious vertue to cleanſe from the Leproke of 
Sin; and this we feci, that the oftner we 
waſh in this heavenly Fordan, the cleaner 


weare, and the more tender we are, that | 
even ſome haye their inward Fleſh,or heart 7 


of Fleſh, made as tender as the fleſh of a | 
new born Babe. Bur who hath belicved } 
our Report, and turned at the Reproots of 


Wiſdem? tothem is the Arm and Power of | 


theLord revealed : Bur tothem who are 


diſobedient, the Stone which the Builders, 
refuſed in !l Ages, and the Babylonifh Buil» | 


ders refuſe in this Age, is become a Stone | 


of Stumbling 2nd Rock of Offence; but to | 


us who believe he is precious, and we have 
felt his cleanſing and healing Virtve, glory 
- t& his: Namie forever. In this Kifgory con- 
cerning: Nzaman I take notice of ſeveral 
clear things, opened to me by the Light of 
the Lord: 
Firſt, we ſee thetafter Naaman had glven 
car tothe Advice and Counſel of the lirtle 
Maid;he went to the King of Sy3a;his Ma- 


ſter,” who'was ſo far from hindering him). 
that he writ a Letter with him, &diredted. | 


tt'to the Kingof 1/rael; buthet2in he was 
x1iſtaken 


| 


; 


| * - * 

miſtaken, for he ſhould have direfted Naa-. 

141 tothe Prophet, according tothe little 
Maids Advice. And we ſee likewiſe how 
the King of 1/-ael thought that the King of 
Syria was ſeeking a Quarrel againſt him, 
as you may read at large in 2 Kings 5. Now 
the little Maid had nor directed him to the - 
King, but to go to the Prophet, for the: 
King could nordo it : And ſo there Jea- 
louſtes aroſe from a Miſtake, as too to 


many do this day : Many are the Quarrel- 


lings, Contendings, Warrings and Fight- 
ings, that ariſe from Miſtakes; one Party 
crying, Lo here, and another Party crying, 
Lo there £ Chriſt: And to tell the truth, 
neither of them knowing where 1s Chriſt. 
And when Wiſdom?s little Maidens direct 
them both,and all of them to the true Light 
in themſelves, to Chriſt, the true Prophet 
in themſelves, they reje& their Adviceand 
Counſel, and ſay, it #snothe; calling his 


Lightin them but zatural and znſufficient for 
them, and many of them give it very bad 


Names, and ſo reject it, and turnfrom it, 


and fall a quarrelling and fighting among 


themſelves again, contending for the true 

Chriſt, when neither of them has him re-' 

vealed, as appears by their Fruits. 
Now when Elſha,the man of God,heard 


that the Ring had rent his Clothes, that he ; 


Ez ſent 


". $0 ] | ; 

{crit tothe Ring, rwelke; Wherefore haſt thin © 

rent thy Clothes ? let him ecme now to me, and |. 
_ he-ſhalt know that there ts a Prophet in Iſrael. 
O that all Kings and Rulers were turned to 

the true Propliet Chriſt Jeſus, to the true. 
Liglit in them ſcives, ard would dic all 
their People to him, then their Rents and 
Diviſions would quickly ccme to an end; 
for ke is the Healer of the Breaches, and he 
is the Prirce of Peace, all his ſubjeRs are 
peaceable, their Song is, Glory to God inthe 
 Highe8F, and on Earth Peace and gooa Will 

rorards men. | 

Ncw when Naaman was come to the 
. Fre phet, be directed him co walh in Jordan 
ſevintimes, ard be clean; but Naaman was 
wioth, becauſe the manner of his Cure came 
-nct according to what he had imagined to 
hinfelf, as you may read m the 11 & 12 
rerles of that chapter ; but hisServants gave 
him gocd counſel. So you may fee that it 
is gocd for great cn to have good Servants, 
that may give gocd counſel in the time of 

need, and pacihe wrath in time of Anger ; 
and it is gccd for Malters to take Advice 
from honeſt faithful Servants; for if Na- 
aman bd gor:eaway in his wrath, and not 
taken bis Servants counſel to obey the Pro- 
pker, bis L profie had ren.ained with him, 

and iv had nor becn cured. 


T here 


? 

$ 
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There one thing more that 1 cannot tet 
paſs, before | proceed to another place, 
and that Is concerning the Covetouſneſls of 
Gehazi: We ſee that the Prophet of the 
Lord Eliſha would receive none of Naa- 
man's gitts,and although he urged him, yer 
he refuſed : Here is a true mark of a Pre» 

het of the Lord, and of a Diſciple of 
Feſus Chriſt; freely they receive from 
the Lord, and freely they give to the Peo- 
ple; they covet no man's Gold, Silver 
nor Apparel. Honeſt Paxl, whowwas a 
faithful Miniſter and Apoſtle of Jetus 
Chriſt, was ſich an one, as 1s witneſlcc, 
Matth. 10.7, 3.' As ye go, Preach, (aying, 
The Kingdom of Heaven u at hand, heal the 


Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caſt 


out Devils; freely ye have received, freely 


give. Alſo read Ats 20. 34, 35. 1 Cor. 4. 


11, 12. 2 Theſ.3.Y.- 
' But Gehaz: received them, and run af- 
ter N4zmm with a' Lye in his Mouth, to' 
get the Silver, and to get the Garments; 
as too to many this day run after the great: 
Men and great Women of the Nations, 
with a Lye in their Mouth, covcting the 
Gold, and the Silver, and the*Apparel. 
But what ſhould I ſay more ? the Leprolie 
of Naaman did cleave unto Gehazi, and 
the Leproſie of Gehazi doth cleave to his 
C3 Seed 
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Secd forever, —_— to the Prophets 
words. And now theGehazzians have loſt the 
knowledge of the true Prophet, and they 
have loſt the knowledge of ſpiritual For- 
an, and therefore their Leprolie remains, 
their Sin remains, their Defilements re- 
main, and they have now.loſt hope of ever 
being cleanſed on this ſide of the Grave, 

and preach this for Doctrine to the Peo- 
ple: And they are very angry with any 
that ſpeak of a poſſibility of being made 
Clean, For a Body of Death and Sin (ay 
they) will remain, "_ Imperfettion will re: 
main while we are on thus ſide of the Grave. 

But what have I to do. with them ?- or 
what fhon[d-I ſay more of them ? for the 
Day breaketh, and the Light ariſeth, 
wherein they ſhall be made manifeſt to all, 
that will but open their Eyes to ſee 
them; and they that will not > muſt 
continue in blindneſs; and. at preſent I 
- will leave them with that ſaying of Chriſt, 
Aatth. 15. 14. Let them alone, they be blind 
Leaders of the Blind, &C. And now to our 
Purpoſe in hand. 

Phlip, the Evangeliſt had four Daugh- 
ters, Virgins, which did Propheſie, as 
you may read, As 21.8, 9. And Paul 
and others of the Diſciples tarried many 
dayesin Philip*s Houle ; and FR we do = 

I'&a 


| Spirit of Prophelie,. and did Prophefie. 
4 Andalſo weread As 18.26. That not 
J only Aquila, but alſo Priſciza his Wife, 
were Expounders :of the Way of God; 
and Aquila was a Trades-man and: Tent- 
maker, and Paul was of the ſame Craft. 
And we read in Ph;l 4.3. That there 
were Women whick.laboured with .Paul 
in the Goſpel. f3S: you may lee that 
there were Women-labourers in the. Go- 
ſpel, as wellas Men; and yet ws read not 
that Paul rejeted their labour, . becauſe 
they were Wamen. +, And ſo you ſee there 
were Women - Prophereſſes,  Women- 
Expounders,; and . Women - Labourers ; 
and y jected no 
of the Apoſtles, that read of. 
And Pax deſires T:tus, to ſpeak the 
things which become ſound Doftrme; that 
the aged Men be ſober, &c. and that the aged 
Women likewiſe be in Behaviour as becometh 
Holineſs (or holy Women) riot falſe Ae- 
cuſers, not given to 'much Wine, teachers of 
eod things, that they may teach the younger 
| TtigG be ſober, &c. read Tit. 2. through- 
out, an] there you will ſee that Paut al- 
lone:h V'omen to be teachers of good 
C 4 things, 


et not rejetted nor reproved by aty 


En [ 49) 
things as well as Men; and that Spirit is 
judged that would hinder what God alow- 
eth, or ſtop that mouth. which God opens. 
 Andif Women did not meet together, 
.how could the Elder teach the Younger? 


[ Or it may be queried, If their teaching 
the younger Women be not moſt proper, | 


comly: and effeCtual in a Meeting, apart 
from the Men ? ] But it clearly may be 
ſeen, that God alloweth Women to labour 
In the Goſpel, -and to teach good things; 
and-he hath promiſed to pour out his Spi- 
Tit upon the Women *s well as the Men; 
and they are to meet often together, and 
to ſpeak often one.to another, and to wait 
upon God together, and think upon his 
_ Namie together, and praiſe his- Power to- 
gether, and call upon his Name together, 
as well as the Men; and the elder in the 
Truth to teach the younger in the Truth: 


Obj. But ſome may ſay, Secing it is ſo 
clear from the Scriptures of Truth, that there 


hath been Women labourers in the- Work of | 


the Goſpel, and Women-Prophetcſſes , and 
Women-Expounders of the Way of God; and 
that it is commanded,the Elder Women to teach 
the Younger, &c. How ſhall I know what 
Women thoſe are that Paul forbids to ſpeak in 
the Church ? | 
Anſn 


— " Y YEE p——_ ae OR nd i. -— aA ANXAX ww R89W kh. 


1 ] 
Anſw.' All Women that are apt to uſurp 


 Anthority over their Husbands ; all Wo- 


men that are under the Law, and that have 
not - learned true ſubjection; and every . 
Woman that hearkens to the Voice of the 
Serpent, and is deceived by him, as Eve 
was while they continue in that ſtate, 
cannot, nor may not be permitted to ſpeak 
in the Church of God : And all the Feze- 
belians, who paint their Faces, and tire 
their Heads, and 'perſecute the Prophets 


-. of the Lord, and maintain the falſe Pro- 


phets at their Table, or otherwiſe; and 


 allthem who run greedily after the Error 


of Balaam for Rewatd; and all them who 
ſpeak evil of the things they know not; & 
all the Gehaztans who covet Silver, Gold, 
and Apparel, and continue to be covered 
with the Leproſie of Sin to the day of their 
Death: Theſe who were Lepers were 
ſhut out under the Law, and now they are 
ſhut out by the Spirit. of God, | none of 
theſe can be permitted to-ſpeak in Chriſt's 
Church : and all them who deny the new 
Law of Chriſt and Covenant of God to be 
written inthe Heartsof Men and Women 3 
and all them who deny the Unction of the 


; holy One, and the leadings and guidings 


cf the Spiritof Truth, that leads into all 
Truth, to be alone all-ſyfficient ; = - 
n Ucn 
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ſuch Miniſters as break Chriſt's Command, Þ#t 
and juſtifie themſelves in: ſo do doing, as 
In calling one another Maſter Fames, and 
Maſter Fohn, &c. None of theſe, while in 
that ſtate, may or. can be permitted to 
ſpeak-in--the Church of God, but if they 
do, 'they- are to be teſtihed againſt; and 
 allthemthat look tor Gain, and ſeeks for Þ 
Gain from their Quarters, and reach for 

Hire; and divine for Money ; and all them 
who exerciſe Lord{hip over God's Heri- 
tage ; and all them who beat their fellow- 
Servatits4 and cat and Ccrink with the 
Dfrunkards; and all them who ſteal the 
Words one from another, and ſay, Thus 
ſaith the Lord, whenthe Lord never ſpake 
cothem; and all them who uſe unſound 
Words, and flattering Titles to pleaſe 


Men,” and- keep%not the form [of ſound F| 


wards; and alt them: that have a form of 
Godlineſs, denying the Power; | ſay none 
of thele may or'cayubepermitted to. ſpeak | 


in theChurch of: God and all thoſe who Þ 


deny ''Scripturs- -Feſtimony concerning 
Chriſt, and undervalue his divine Precepts 
and Commands ; 'Nane of theſe may, or 
.can be permitted* ro ſpeak in Chriſt's 
Church. But Þ had almoſt forgot to tell 
you, and did-:forget, . till the Spirit of 
Truth brought it to. my —— 

nar 


te 1 
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- | 
ut it 1s impoſſible RES either Male or Fe- 
je can ſpeak in Chriſt's Church, till 
| fl redeemed out of all theſe; for the 

je Church is in God. and God i is in his 
n Kingdom, where the rebellious, and 
d diſobedient, and unclean cannot en- 
&, nor any Man nor Woman can enter 
ods Kingdom ill they be born again, 
 &d made new in Chrilt Jeſus. 
To be ſhort, all who deny the Prophets 
bftrice, or Chriſt's Doftrine, his di- 
ne Precepts, recorded in holy Scripture, 
deny the Apoſtles DoCtrine; I ſay, 
ch are not to be permitted to ſpeak in 
e ſolemn Aſſemblies of the Saints ; .and 
hongh they confeſs all to be true, yet if 
ey walk contrary in Life and Pradtice, 
iey are to be ſilent in the ſolemn Afem-. 
Jles of the Righteous. And all the Wo- 
en that live in Prideand in Covetouſneſs, 
din thevsin Adornings of their ontward 


Bodies; and a}l that are drunken with-the 


res and carnal Pleaſures of this prefent 
il World; and all who uſeth Uſurpa- 
ion over the Man, outward or inward, 

re to be ſilent, and not to ſpeak in the 
ongregations of the Righteous. Who- 
er they be, Man or Woman, that are- 
und in the firſt Adam's nature 1n the fall, 


ey not —— a Death to that firſt 
Birth 
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, toſpeak in the Church. 


—_ 
Birth 11 them, anda Reſurrettion througed 
Jeſus Chriſt unto Life, in ſome meaſurg. | 
I fay, be they man or woman, the Spirit tal 
God forbids them ſpeaking in the ChurcſhO 
And as the Man and the Woman area 
one in the Lord (being filled by the ſamſat! 
Spirit of God) may ſp:ak inthe Churgffr 
as the Spirit of God gives them vutterancin 
it being not they that ſpeak, but Chriſt ifeir 
them, the Spirit of Truth in them. Kd. 
So the Man and the Womanare all ontee 
in old Adm, in the fall, and ſuch olgne 
Creatures may not, nor can be permitte@m 
| ve 
Tſa. 49. 22, 23. Thus jaith the Lord Godflu 
Behold 1 will lift up mine Hand to the Gent 
tiles, and ſer up my Standard to the People rt 
and they ſhall bring thy Sons in their Boſomlſic 
and thy Daurkters ſhall be carried upon thenglue 
Shoulders; and Kings ſhall be thy Nurſingſut 
Fathers, and their Queens thy Nurſing © 
Mothers, &c. | = 2 
'Was it not here foretold, that Wometr 
alſo- ſhould be nouriſhers or Nurſes in 
Chriſt's Church ? And if they be NurſesÞ 


they muſt have ſomething to give to thaſÞ 
\Children, and Milk in their Breafts to tha 


Babes: And ifa Woman have the Mile 
of the Word of God in ker Breaft, toW/a 
wit, in her Heart, let her not _—_—\ 


a | 
aſked it back, but ſhe mult give it forth to, 
ure. hingry Babes; for if ſhe do nothee 
it @eaſts will grow dry. 
rc|FO ! my Sovl and Life hath travelled with 
ealſk Lord that I might ſee this day fulfilled, 
ani this barrenV Vilderneſs might become 
urefrvitful Field, that Kings. and Queens, 
ncFinces and their Princeſſes, Dukes and 
{ iStir - Dutcheſles, and all other great Men 

d great Women, of all Ranks and De- 
onFees whatſoever, (among whom I have 
olelt in the outward from my birth )mighr 
tteume to receive the Word of Life in them- 

ves, and partake of the Promiſe in Chriſt 
zodſus in his Church, and that they may 
enJome to witneſs that nuble Birth brought 
ple firth-in them, that partakes of the Milk of 
omſte Word of God, and would cauſe it to 
benflue abundantly to nouriſh the hungry 
maſubes and Children of Chriſt. = 
mr O Lord God! I wait. for thy Salvation, ts 
te thee perform that word that ſprung in my 

rart concerning themeventhat the Wilderneſs 
 infÞlen/d become a fruitful Field, and that the 
ſesÞuitful Field ſhall b.come a Wilderneſs; It # 
theſwich thee, O Lord! to do that which no other 
hear do, even to bring down the high Mountains, 
ilkerd ro level the high Hills, and to make thy 

Way thorow them, and to exalt thy Glory wt 
nofibe n hole Ear1h \, for thou art God, and there 
_ | a 


T3 


75 none elſe, with thee all things are poſſi "6 
plory tothygreat Name forever and evermorl 


ſaith my Soul. 

| Joel 2-28. Acts 2. 17, 18. And it ſba 
come to paſs that in the laſt days (faith Goe 
1 will pour out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh , an 
your Sons and your Daughters ſhall Prophec 
and your Young Men fball ſee Viſions, and you 
Old Men ſhall dream Dreams; and on my $ 
wants, and on my Hand-maidens, I will po 


out in thoſe days of my Spirit, and they ſha 


Prophecy. And now in this Age, an( 


in our Day, the Lord is fulfilling his Prof 


miſe, and his Spirit is poured forth upoy ; 


. many Sons and Daughters, Servants an 
Hand-maidens. The Earneft Penny 1s al 
'ready received, and many of themare ru 


Ing to and fro, and trading with theirhea} 


vyenly Penny, their heavenly Gift,that the 
may bring the Increaſe and Gain to thel 
Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. And W 
will be to them who hide their Lords Mc 
- ney In the Earth, and pur their Cand! 
. -andera Buſhsl of Earth; and Wo alſowl 


*be to them who ſtop,forbid and diſturb th} 
Sons and Daughters, Servants and Handy 
amaidens of the Lord, in their going to an 
fro, and improving their Lords money, (i 


wit, their heavenly Gift) that knowledg 
may be encreaſed; 1 ſay, wo.and mik 


wil 


v 
os 


will bethe portion of ſuth whodiſturb and 
ſtop them in their Travel, if they Repent 
7g nor. IN 
_ Pſal. 2. 10, 11,12. Be Wiſe now therefore, 
bay 0 ye Kings, be inſtrutted ye Fudges of the 
an Earth, ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce” 
us with Trembling ; kiſs the Son leſt he be angry, 
and ye periſh from the Way : When his wrath 
of is kindled but 4 little, blifſed are all they that 
) put their truſt in him: If you rebel againſt 
him till bis Wrath be kindled againſt you, he 
will break you & daſh you to pieces, one againſt 
another, like a Potters Veſſel. DOE 

And now you may ſee, that the Promiſe 
is to Davghters as well as to Sons,to Hand- 
maidensas well as to Men-ſervants; and 
that the one ſhall precplefie as eruly as the 

other. | 


Hugh Wood. 
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